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REMARKS 

Claims 8-14 and 34-36 have been examined. Claims 8, 9, 1 1 and 34-36 have been 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and claims 12-14 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 
Also, the Examiner has indicated that claim 10 contains allowable subject matter. 
I. Preliminary Matters 

The Examiner has requested the Applicant to correct any errors in the specification. At 
this time, Applicant is not aware of any errors therein. 

II. Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) in view of Sugahara (US 5,933,169) 

The Examiner has rejected claims 8, 9, 1 1 and 34-36 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
allegedly being anticipated by Sugahara. 
A. Claim 8 

Applicant submits that claim 8 is patentable over the cited reference. For example, claim 
8 recites, "a plurality of elastic members, each of which is elongated in a first direction so as to 
have a first face and a second face, such that a plurality of first and second faces are provided, 
the elastic members being arrayed in a second direction perpendicular to the first direction; a first 
film member, commonly joined to the first face of each of the elastic members; and a second 
film member, commonly joined to the second face of each of the elastic members." 

The Examiner maintains that element 12 of Sugahara discloses the claimed elastic 
members, element 3 discloses the claimed first film member and element 41 discloses the 
claimed second film member. As an initial matter, Applicant notes that elements 12 of Sugahara 
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are actually ink chambers (i.e., they are hollow). Therefore, the ink chambers 12 do not 
constitute an "elastic member." 

Regardless of the above, and even if Applicant assumes arguendo that the side walls 1 1 
of the ink chambers 12 are deformable, such that the side walls 1 1 disclose the claimed elastic 
members, the reference would still fail to teach or suggest the claimed invention. For example, 
as set forth above, claim 8 recites that a plurality of first and second faces are provided, i.e., a 
first and second face for each elastic member. On the other hand, as shown in Figure 3 of 
Sugahara, the side walls 1 1 each have a first upper face. There is, however, no separate second 
lower face that is commonly joined to the alleged second film member 41. Rather, the side walls 
1 1 are formed integral, at each base, with the actuator plate 2. As shown, the alleged second film 
member 41 is joined to the single, common base of the actuator plate 2 itself, rather than a 
plurality of second faces of each of the side walls 11. 

Furthermore, the alleged first film member 3 is formed of a "cover plate," and the alleged 
second film member 41 is formed of a "driving substrate" (col. 1, lines 34-36). Applicant 
submits that the cover plate 3 and the driving substrate 41 of Sugahara are rigid members and 
therefore do not disclose a type of "film" member. 

At least based on the foregoing, Applicant submits that claim 8 is patentable over the 
cited reference and respectfully requests the Examiner to reconsider and withdraw the rejection. 

B. Claims 9, 11 and 34-36 

Since claims 9, 1 1 and 34-36 are dependent upon claim 8, Applicant submits that such 
claims are patentable at least by virtue of their dependency. 
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III. Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) in view of Sugahara and Umezawa (US 
5,025,270) 

The Examiner has rejected claims 12-14 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) in view of Sugahara 
and Umezawa. However, since claims 12-14 are dependent upon claim 8, and Umezawa fails to 
cure the deficient teachings of Sugahara, in regard to claim 8, Applicant submits that claims 12- 
14 are patentable at least by virtue of their dependency. 

IV. Allowable Subject Matter 

As set forth above, the Examiner had indicated that claim 10 contains allowable subject 

matter. 

V. Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
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overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

65565 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Respectfully submitted, 



Allison M. Tulino 
Registration No. 48,294 



Date: April 23, 2007 



